
 
Turning the Book on Its Head 

 
“A text’s artistic value notwithstanding, we must question its impact and reception. Does it complicate or 

reinforce cultural stereotypes? Does it make society more inclusive or less accessible? In short, does the text 
make the world better or worse?” (Dunn, 2015, p. 86) 

 
Like all literature, young adult literature is political insofar as it positions teenagers to accept a particular set of 
assumptions about the world. In some cases, it may reproduce single stories that readers already hold. 
Alternatively, it can offer a counter-story by challenging commonplace assumptions that underlie single stories 
and highlighting exclusionary practices and policies that privilege some cultural groups while creating barriers 
for others. By approaching young adult literature from a critical perspective, readers can begin to tease out 
these distinctions.  
 
For this assignment, you’ll be asked to analyze one of the young adult novels we’ve read for class and create a 
multimodal argument in which you use a combination of pictures, words, and symbols to demonstrate how the 
text reproduces or resists a single story about some facet of identity (e.g., class, race, disability, sexuality, etc.). 
Your objective in doing so is to “turn the book on its” head (so to speak) and demonstrate how it lends itself to 
being interpreted in ways that might not otherwise be apparent at first glance. Some questions to consider as 
you plan your argument include: 
 

• Does the book you focus on more reproduce or resist a single story about race, class, gender, 
disability, etc., and what evidence suggests this? 

• If the book is an example of a counter-story, what single story does it call attention to, how does it do 
so, and how does it critique that single story?  

• Which passages in the text are most germane to your argument, and why? 
• Are there symbols or imagery in the text that are germane to your argument, and how could you fold 

them into the design of your argument?  
• What is the best way to organize your argument and present it in a visual format?  

 
After you’ve created your multimodal argument, you’ll produce a short video (no longer than 10 minutes) in 
which you unpack its visual/verbal design. To do so, you’ll need two items: a digitized image of the text you 
create and an audio recording of yourself analyzing it. Prior to recording the audio for you video, you should 
prepare a written script to read from, as this will help focus your argument and allow you to deliver a more 
engaging narration. To begin your video, offer a 2-3 sentence introduction to the novel you focused on and 
state your argument. Next, walk your audience through the design of your multimodal text, explaining how 
you used excerpts from the novel, along with images and symbols, to make your argument. To conclude, 
identify and discuss one challenge that making an argument in a visual format posed for you, and one way that 
it influenced your thinking about the novel you examined. Note that I plan to publish your video on our class 
web site (I’ll host it on my YouTube channel and will protect your privacy by only using your first name.) In 
the event that you need help assembling your video, please schedule an appointment with the Student 
Technology Center in the Arkansas Union, where a staff member will set you up with the equipment you need 
and give you a tutorial. Note that you should plan to dedicate approximately 10-12 hours to this assignment. 
 
Assignment Expectations:  

• Videos should be no longer than 10 minutes and should be submitted as an .mp4 file. 
• When you record your voiceover, use a microphone and do so in a quiet space to minimize 

background noise.  
• Narrate your video in a manner that is lively and engaging. A flat, monotone delivery or poor sound 

quality will adversely impact your grade. 
• To submit your work, send me an email with a link to your video on Google Drive or Dropbox. 


