
 
 

CIED 5213 Issues and Trends in Literacy Instruction: 
Teaching Reading to Secondary Students 

Spring 2020 
Peabody Hall 318 

 Wednesday 5:00 - 7:30 p.m. 
 
Instructor: Dr. Connors     
Office: 304 Peabody Hall 
Office Hours: By appointment      
Email: sconnors@uark.edu 
Course Website: http://seanconnors.net/cied5262/ 
 
Course Rationale: This course examines theoretical and practical issues related to teaching reading and 
literature at the secondary school level. Specifically, it asks how English teachers can design instruction that is 
responsive to students’ literacy needs and which supports their ability to read and comprehend challenging texts. 
In accordance with the Right to Read Act, which holds secondary teachers in the state of Arkansas accountable 
for demonstrating proficiency in knowledge and practices of scientific reading instruction, we’ll begin the 
semester by examining procedures and instruments for assessing reading proficiency and adopting appropriate 
intervention strategies. Next, taking Langer’s theory of “envisionment” as our starting point, we’ll ask how 
English teachers can design literature instruction that supports student’ reading complex texts. Throughout the 
semester, we’ll examine strategies for teaching close reading, learn how to build linked text sets, experiment 
with different instructional methods for teaching literature, and gain experience designing a unit plan that 
centers on a long-form work of fiction or non-fiction.   
 
Course Objectives:   

• Teacher candidates will demonstrate awareness of foundational reading skills, the development of 
reading comprehension, and research-based methods of reading assessment and instruction (the science 
of reading). 

• Teacher candidates will explain how readers build envisionments when reading fiction or nonfiction. 
• Teacher candidates will experiment with instructional methods that are known to support comprehension of 

complex texts.   
• Teacher candidates will design and teach an original unit of study that focuses on a long-form work of fiction or 

nonfiction. 
• Teacher candidates will build a professional e-portfolio that showcases their work as English language arts 

teachers to prospective employers. 

Essential Questions:  

• As English teachers, how do we assess student reading proficiency and enact responsive intervention 
strategies?  

• What are the constitutive parts of an envisionment, and how can English teachers use them to scaffold 
student comprehension of challenging texts? 

• How can English teachers design instruction that is responsive to adolescents’ needs and which 
addresses the Arkansas Standards for English language arts? 
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Course Texts:  
 
Fitzgerald, F.S. (1925/2018). The Great Gatsby. Scribner. 
 
Kittle, P. (2013) Book Love: Developing Depth, Stamina, and Passion in Adolescent Readers. Portsmouth,  

NH: Heinemann. 
 

 All other course readings are available on Blackboard. 

Course Policies: 
 
Late Assignments: Late work, defined here as assignments that are not ready to be submitted at the start of 
class on the assigned due date, will be assessed a penalty of 10% (the equivalent of one letter grade). Written 
work submitted two days after the assigned due date will be evaluated upon request, but credit will not be 
granted. 
 
Submission of Assignments: Work is expected to be submitted prior to the start of class via email and should 
conform to the guidelines specified in the assignment directions. 
 
Incompletes: Incompletes are not given except in the case of a documented medical emergency. If you choose 
to take an incomplete for any other reason, the default grade will be an “E.” 

Academic Honesty: As a core part of its mission, the University of Arkansas provides students with the 
opportunity to further their educational goals through programs of study and research in an environment that 
promotes freedom of inquiry and academic responsibility. Accomplishing this mission is only possible when 
intellectual honesty and individual integrity prevail. Each University of Arkansas student is required to be 
familiar with and abide by the University’s “Academic Integrity Policy,” which may be found at 
http://provost.uark.edu/ Students with questions about how these policies apply to a particular course or 
assignment should immediately contact their instructor.   

Accommodations: Students with disabilities requesting reasonable accommodations must first register with the 
Center for Students with Disabilities. The CSD is located in the Arkansas Union, room 104 and on the web at: 
http://www.uark.edu/ua/csd/applications.htm. The CSD provides documentation to students with disabilities 
who must then provide this documentation to their course instructors. Students with disabilities should notify 
their course instructors of their need for reasonable accommodations in a timely manner to ensure that sufficient 
time to arrange reasonable accommodation implementation and effectiveness. A typical time frame for 
arranging reasonable accommodations for students who are registered with the CSD is approximately one to two 
weeks. 
 
Classroom Behavior: Appropriate classroom behavior is expected of the instructor and all students.  
Inappropriate and disruptive classroom behavior (inappropriate language and gestures, class disruptions, 
disrespect to other students or instructor, and other behavior determined by the instructor) will not be tolerated 
and will result in possible removal from the class and/or disciplinary action as per the student handbook.  
 
Inclement Weather: In case of inclement weather, class will be held unless cancelled by the University of 
Arkansas. If classes have not been cancelled and the student feels it is too dangerous to come to class because of 
the weather, it is the responsibility of the student to make up missed assignments and be prepared for the next 
class meeting. In the unlikely event of an extended campus closure or increased absenteeism during a pandemic 
outbreak or other emergency, the course will continue without face-to-face meetings. I will use your university 
e-mail to notify you of any changes and modifications to the course requirements, policies, due dates, and 
schedule. I will provide guidance on alternative methods of delivering course content and completing class 
assessment activities in the absence of face-to-face meetings. Please make sure that you are checking your 
UARK e-mail and your contact information on UAConnect is up to date.  
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Digital Devices: I appreciate the importance of having a cell phone available in case of an emergency. Please 
follow my lead by putting your mobile device on vibrate and monitoring it as infrequently as possible. It is 
expected that students will use digital devices for class-related purposes only.	
 
Course Requirements:  
 
Teaching Portfolio Shell and Introduction (25 points): Throughout the semester you’ll build an e-portfolio that 
exemplifies your work as an English teacher and which you can share with prospective employers. For this portion of 
the project, you’ll use a free web site development program (e.g., Wix) to construct a visually attractive platform for 
your e-portfolio. Additionally, you’ll compose an “About Me” page in which you introduce yourself to prospective 
employers, discuss your experiences as a teacher candidate, and identify your career goals and aspirations.  
 
Reading Assessment and Proposed Intervention Plan (60 points): For this assignment, you’ll administer 
three reading assessments to a student in one of your mentor teacher’s English classes. In doing so, your aim is 
to assess that student’s reading level, lexicon, and comprehension. Having administered the assessments, you’ll 
compose an entry for your e-portfolio in which you briefly present the student’s literacy profile, present and 
interpret the results of the assessments, and propose an appropriative intervention plan you’d enact if you were 
the student’s permanent teacher of record. 

Building a Linked Text Set (60 points): In response to the Arkansas Anchor Standards for Reading, which 
specify that students should be able to “analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order 
to build knowledge,” you’ll be asked to build a Linked Text Set (LTS) to support your teaching a work of long-
form fiction or non-fiction. In addition to print texts, your LTS should include non-print, multimodal texts (e.g., 
podcasts, films, websites, art, digital apps, etc.). To present your LTS you’ll compose an e-portfolio entry in 
which you identify essential questions your LTS is designed to address; identify specific Arkansas Reading 
Standards it targets; provide a rationale for your selection of texts; explain how you envision using the texts 
before and during reading; and offer a short synopsis of each text. Note that you’re expected to build your LTS 
around a long-form work of fiction or non-fiction that you anticipate teaching for the unit plan you’ll design and 
implement in April. 

One-Pager Reader Response (60 points): To experiment with integrating art in the service of teaching 
literature you’ll be asked to create a “one-pager”—a single page visual response—in which you demonstrate 
your understanding of a literary text you’ll read for this class. Amongst other things, your one-pager should 
incorporate words, original artwork, symbols, and quotations from the text. To share your work, you’ll produce 
a screencast in which you present your one-pager, unpack its semiotic design, reflect on how completing it 
challenged you to think about the text, and discuss the role that you foresee arts integration playing in your 
future classroom. 

Unit Plan (100 points): For this assignment you’ll design and teach an original two-week unit that centers on a work of 
long-form fiction or non-fiction that you select in concert with your mentor teacher. Having taught your unit plan in 
April, you’ll be asked to present a final draft for evaluation along with a written reflection in which you contextualize 
the unit, identify factors that influenced its design, and identify and discuss key revisions you made after teaching it to 
strengthen the final product. Your unit should incorporate print- as well as non-print media and modes of composing. 
Additional details will be provided as the assignment due date approaches. 
 
Grading: Grades will be assigned based on the instructor’s judgment as to whether the student has satisfied the 
stated objectives of the course in the following manner: 
 
    A = 90-100% (273-305 pts.)  
    B = 80-89% (243-272 pts.)     
    C = 70-79% (212-242pts.)  
    D = 60-69% (182-211 pts.)               
    F = 0-59% (0-181 pts.) 
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Course Schedule  

Date Topics To Be Covered Reading Assignments Assignments Due 
1/15 Phonemic Awareness Instruction 

(Class will meet in 318 Peabody Hall) 
Reutzel and Cooter, 
Chapters 1 & 2 

 

1/22 Reading Fluency and Vocabulary 
Instruction 
(Class will meet in 318 Peabody Hall) 

Reutzel and Cooter, 
Chapter 5 and 7 

 

1/29 Reading Comprehension and 
Comprehension Strategies Instruction 
(Class will meet in 318 Peabody Hall) 

Reutzel and Cooter, 
Chapter 8 and 9 

E-Portfolio #1: Shell and 
Introduction 

2/6 Reading Assessment in the Classroom 
(Class will meet at 3:00 pm in 318 Peabody Hall) 
 

   

2/12 Environmental Teaching 
 

Hillocks, “Environments 
for Active Learning” 

  

2/19 Building Literary Envisionments 
 
 

Langer, Chs. 1 and 2 
Wiggans & McTighe, 
“Backward Design” 

E-Portfolio Entry #2: 
Reading Assessment and 
Proposed Intervention Plan 

2/26 Teaching with Linked Text Sets  
 

Wold et al., “Engaging 
High School Students” 
Elish-Piper et al., 
“Scaffolding High 
School Students’ 
Reading” 
Finish Great Gatsby 

 

3/4 Strategies for Frontloading Texts 
 

Buehl, Ch. 2 
 

 
   

3/11 Drama Strategies for Teaching 
Literature 
 

Wilhelm, Ch. 4 “Using 
Drama” 

E-Portfolio Entry #3: 
Linked Text Set 

3/18 Strategies for Teaching Close Reading  Leman and Roberts, 
Ch. 2 

Draft of Unit Plan 

3/25  No Class – Spring Break 
 

   

4/1 Using Art to Support Literary 
Understanding  

Jordan and Dicicco, 
“Seeing the Value” 
Wilhelm, Ch. 3  

 

4/8 Developing Depth and Stamina in 
Adolescent Readers 

Kittle, Chs. 1-3  

4/15 Building a Student-Choice Reading 
Program 

Kittle, Chs. 4-6  E-Portfolio Entry #4: One-
Pager Reader Response 

4/22 Creating a Community of Readers Kittle, Chs. 7-9  
4/29 Presentation of Final Projects and 

Goodbyes 
 E-Portfolio Entry #5: Final 

Unit Plan and Portfolio 
Entry 

 
* Note: The instructor reserves the right to change the syllabus and assigned readings to accommodate 
unforeseen issues and circumstances. 


